**Abstract**

**Purpose**: This study aimed to investigate demographic and clinical characteristics of the elderly suicide attempts in Korea.

**Methods**: Participants were suicide attempters who visited the Emergency Department and agreed to psychiatric interview. A total of 384 subjects participated in this study. They were divided into three groups by age; middle age (MA): 45--59 years, young old (Y-O): 60--74 years, old-old (O-O): \>75 years. The information was obtained by interviewing the subjects and caregivers. Chi-square test, ANOVA and logistic regression analysis were performed.

**Results:** Of the 384 individuals, 56.4% (N = 214) were MA; 38.4% (N = 100), Y-O and 18.2% (N = 70) O-O. Proportion of living alone was higher in O-O group compared than other groups. The use of alcohol at the time of suicide attempt was more often in MA group compared than other groups. While interpersonal problem was major motivation in MA group, physical illness was in the elderly. Although O-O group had a higher rate of depression, they tend not to receive psychiatric evaluation. Logistic regression analyses revealed that O-O were less likely to use alcohol at the time of suicide attempt and to receive psychiatric evaluation at ER than Y-O.

**Conclusion**: Characteristics of elderly suicide attempts are different from those of suicide attempts in middle age group. Specific therapeutic approaches or preventive strategies for the elderly may be warranted.
